
CINCINNATI (AP) — One of
former Ohio House Speaker
Larry Householder's lawyers
questioned the fitness on
Tuesday of U.S. District Judge
Timothy Black to preside over
the Republican's corruption
trial.

Attorney Mark Marein
raised the issue as the trial of
Householder and lobbyist
Matt Borges, a former chair of
the Ohio Republican Party,
resumed after a week's pause
due to COVID-19. Marein said
he was getting bad "vibes"
from the court and wondered
whether Black might hold
"personal animosity" toward
Householder for the ex-speak-
er's political work against the

judge decades ago.
Black said he was fit to pre-

side. He had scolded
Householder's team last week
for unprofessional and "bush
league" behavior, after attor-
neys made faces and clicked
pens during the government's
open statement.

Householder and Borges
are accused of taking part in a
$60 million bribery scheme,
secretly funded by Akron-
based FirstEnergy Corp., that
involved securing

Householder's power, elect-
ing his allies, passing a $1 bil-
lion nuclear bailout bill and
keeping a referendum against
it off the ballot. Each faces a
single charge of racketeering

that carries a punishment of
up to 20 years in prison, if
convicted.

Black dismissed a juror on
Tuesday who refused to wear
a mask, following a juror's
positive coronavirus diagnosis

last week and a week's break
to allow the person to isolate
and recover. A pool of 12
jurors and four alternates
were originally chosen.

The trial is expected to last
about six weeks.
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Otis Colbert
Otis Colbert, age 74 of Forest, died at Hardin

Memorial Hospital on Jan. 29, 2023.
He was born Feb. 15, 1948 in Seale, Alabama to the

late Willie and Sally Lou (Wyatt) Colbert. He married
Legieta H. (Clore) Colbert on June 7, 1968.

He is survived by his devoted wife of 55 years Legieta,
son: Trevore (Jamie Davis) Colbert of McGuffy, 3 grand-
children: Tylea, Nakiyah and Elianna, sisters : Willie Mae
Colbert and Maddie Daniels and a niece: Kathryn Colbert
of Knoxville, TN. He is preceded in death by a brother
Homer Colbert.

Otis was a laborer at the former HU Tuttle in Lima. He
enjoyed hunting, fishing and gardening. Otis was a
strong, loving family man with a kind heart.

Visitation will be on Wednesday, Feb.1, 2023 from
4:00-6:00 p.m. at the Clark Shields Funeral Home,
Forest. Memorial contributions may be made to the char-
ity of the donor’s choice in care of Clark Shields Funeral
Home 301 S. Patterson St. Forest, OH 45843.

To extend a condolence or share a memory visit
www.shieldsfh.com.

(020123)

Alice Hastings
A celebration of life for

Alice Hastings, 75 of
Kenton, will be held at a
later date. It was her wish
to be cremated. The Price-
McElroy Funeral Home in
Kenton is assisting the
family with arrangements.

Alice passed away on
Friday, January 27, 2023
at the Riverside Methodist
Hospital in Columbus.

She was born on August
2, 1947 in Lansing,
Michigan to the late Gerald
and Ruth Pauline (Gillen)
Hastings.

Surviving are her brother; Don (Judy) Hastings, sis-
ters; Barb Roby, Donna Harbor, Carolyn Gayheart,
Marilyn (Krew) Manns, Diana (Todd) Legge, Deanna
Cooper, Lisa Furr, all of Kenton, and several nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by 2 sisters; Kathy
Hastings and Patricia Hastings, and a brother; Charles
Hastings.

Alice worked as a nurse's aide for the local nursing
homes including Hardin Hills. She was a very social per-
son who enjoyed talking to people and going shopping
and out to eat. She also enjoyed going for long walks and
doing word puzzles.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Alice's honor
may be made to the funeral home in care of the family.

Online condolences may be expressed at pricefh.net.
(Pd. 020123)

Ramona Lynn (Bowers) Lewis
There will be no services

held for Ramona Lynn
(Bowers) Lewis, 74 of
Kenton. The Price-McElroy
Funeral Home in Kenton is
assisting the family with
arrangements.

Ramona passed away
on Sunday, January 29,
2023 at the Hardin
Memorial Hospital in
Kenton.

She was born on
February 10, 1948 to the
late Howard Bowers and
Nellie (Blankenship)
Burket. She married
Kenneth Lewis and he preceded her in death.

Surviving are her children; Brian Kies, Victoria Long,
Gary Kies, 5 grandchildren, 9 great-grandchildren and
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her siblings; Milton
Bowers, Russell Hites, and Pamela Bowers.

Ramona worked as a nurse for over 30 years before
retiring. In her free time she enjoyed painting and paint-
ing ceramics.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Ramona's
honor may be made to the Hardin County Humane
Society.

Online condolences may be expressed at pricefh.net.
(Pd. 020123)

area obituaries

DUNKIRK — Blanchard Township/Dunkirk recy-
cling will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 14 in the parking lot
of the former Price Funeral Home. The fourth Thursday
drop-off is set for Thursday, Feb. 23.

The recycling truck will be there between the new
hours of 7 t o 11 a.m.

If there is a Level 1 weather emergency in either
Hardin or Union County, no recycling will be held.

Recyclables need to be rinsed clean to control odor.
The following can be recycled:

Plastic bottles and jugs, only No. 1 and No. 2 –  milk,
juice, pop, detergent bottles and jugs. Look for the
recycling arrow on the bottom of the container, the
number will be in the middle.

Aluminum or metal –  food and beverage –  bottles or
containers.

Glass –   food and beverage –  bottles or jars.
Paper –  newspaper, magazines, cereal boxes,

cake/pancake boxes, etc., telephone books, junk mail
(remove address) –  office paper.

Cardboard –  flattened (no larger than 2’x2’.)
The above items are the only recyclables accepted.
This project is sponsored by the North Central Ohio

Solid Waste District in cooperation with the Blanchard
Township trustees and the village of Dunkirk.

New recycling hours in
Dunkirk/Blanchard Twp.

The Hardin County Board of Elections will meet Thursday,
Feb. 9 at 9 a.m. in its office in the courthouse to certify peti-
tions. This will be done during the regular business meeting
for the board, and other board business will be addressed as
usual, such as approval of minutes and the auditor’s report.

Board to certify petitions

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 1
Ada Board of Education — 6 p.m., board of education

office; special meeting to conduct a closed session to
consider the employment of a public employee

Hardin County Agricultural Society (fair board) –  7 p.m.,
Community Building, fairgrounds

THURSDAY, FEB. 2
Hardin Northern Board of Education –  6 p.m., room

1306; special meeting to enter into closed session to
review candidates and select first round of interviews
for superintendent

MONDAY, FEB. 6
Dunkirk council –  7 p.m., chambers
Alger council –  6 p.m., village offices
Goshen Township trustees –  5:30 p.m., township hall
Hale Township trustees –  7 p.m., township hall
Liberty Township trustees –  7 p.m., township hall
Lynn Township trustees –  7 p.m., township hall
Taylor Creek Township trustees –  7 p.m., township hall
McGuffey Board of Public Affairs –  4:30 p.m., village

office
Grove Cemetery Board –  7 p.m., conference room at

cemetery office

civic agenda

Mary Stambaugh Bowden
Mary Frances Stambaugh Bowden, of Ada, Ohio passed

away on January 30, 2023 at the age of 99.
Mary was born October 19, 1923, in McGuffey, Ohio, to

the late Jennings and Ellen Stambaugh. She graduated
from Ada High School in 1941 and earned a two-year
degree in Aviation Technology from Stephens College in
Columbia, Missouri in 1943. At Stephens she was chosen
as the outstanding graduate from the Aviation Department.
After college, she worked as a Link Trainer Operator in
Brownsville, Texas, training Air Force pilots during WWII.

Mary married Robert Lee Bowden in 1944. Bob, a biolo-
gy professor at Ohio Northern University for 26 years,
passed away in 1979.

She is survived by their five children: Michael Bowden,
of Gross Pointe Farms, Michigan; Barbara Bruner (Ron), of
Granville, Ohio; Beth Welter (Mark), of Bartlett, Tennessee;
Jim Bowden (Judy), of Pearland, Texas; and Patty
Fernandes (Glenn), of Orange, Ohio. She is also survived by
nine grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

She was a wonderful mother and grandmother. A good
friend to many. An excellent and avid Bridge player. She
enjoyed traveling, cooking, reading and especially spending
time with her friends and her family. The community of Ada
was very important to her, having volunteered for numer-
ous committees and projects. For twelve years she was on
the Liberty National Bank Board of Directors, the
Chairwoman of the Board for over half that time. Mary also
supported the Stambaugh Farms for 37 years as a Trustee
and financial manager.

Mary will be missed by many close friends and her lov-
ing family.

Per Mary’s wishes, there will be no funeral or viewing
hours, however, any donations in remembrance of her are
welcome to the Robert L. Bowden Scholarship Fund at
Ohio Northern University. She will join Bob, the love of her
life, when her ashes will be spread at Lake of The Woods,
Ontario, where they and their family spent many memo-
rable summers on fishing vacations.

Condolences can be expressed at www.hansonneelyalli-
son.com

Arrangements have been entrusted to Hanson-Neely-
Allison Funeral & Cremation Services, Ada

(Pd. 020123)

Eleanor Jane (McKinley) Hipsher
Eleanor Jane Hipsher, 81

of Dunkirk, passed away on
Monday, January 30, 2023
at Lima Memorial Health
System.

She was born July 15,
1941 in Forest, OH to the
late F. Bailey and Dorothy
(Oates) McKinley. On April
6, 1962, Eleanor married
Lanny Hipsher, and he sur-
vives in Dunkirk.

Also surviving are her
children, Wesley (Melinda)
Hipsher of Dunkirk, Lisa
(Richard) Walden of
Dunkirk, and Craig Hipsher
of Lima, her grandchildren, Molly (Seth) Evans, Kyle
Hipsher, Lindsay (Justin) Hollar, Brady (Miranda Holbrook)
Hipsher, and Kathrine Hipsher, two great-grandchildren,
Jackson and Owen Evans, and numerous nieces and
nephews.

She is preceded in death by her siblings, Janette Bibler,
Sue Grubbs, Gerald McKinley, Ronald McKinley, and John
McKinley.

Eleanor was a 1959 graduate of Hardin Northern School.
She retired from Findlay Whirlpool after having also worked
at Centrex, as a kindergarten aide at Hardin Northern
School, and at RBM, where she met her partner of over 60
years, Lanny. 

In her younger years, she enjoyed bowling and mother’s
club. Her focus then turned to her children’s and grandchil-
dren’s activities where she never missed a game or event and
was always their biggest fan. In her later years, Eleanor
enjoyed traveling and day trips, especially those to a casino.

Funeral services for Eleanor Hipsher will be held at 1:00
P.M. on Friday, February 3, 2023 at the Price-McElroy
Funeral Home in Kenton, OH. Friends may visit with the
family two hours prior to the service from 11:00 A.M. to 1:00
P.M. at the funeral home. Burial will be in the Dunkirk
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Dunkirk Grace United
Methodist Church.

Online condolences may be expressed at pricefh.net.
(Pd. 020123)

The indoor walking program, Walk with a Doc,
resumes Monday, Feb. 6 at 5:30 p.m. at Kenton
Elementary School.

OhioHealth Hardin Memorial Hospital, the OSU
Extension Agency, Ohio Northern University
HealthWise and Kenton City Schools have partnered to
provide the walking program for the community.

The upcoming session will be led by ONU pharmacy
students who will present information on a remote
blood sugar and blood pressure patient monitoring pro-
gram.

After the presentation, participants will spend the
rest of the time enjoying a healthy indoor walk which
gives the attendees a time to ask questions of the pre-
senters. 

The program is free and open to the public of all ages
and abilities. No registration is necessary.

For questions about the event contact the OSU
Extension Agency at 419-674-2297 or OhioHealth
Hardin Memorial Hospital at 419-675-8137.

Pharmacy students to
talk at Walk with a Doc

DOLA — The Hardin Northern Guidance Office will be
hosting the Winter Parent Information Night on
Wednesday, Feb. 8 in the multipurpose room starting at
7 p.m. 

Director Andrew Wilson said the focus will be the
College Credit Plus program which includes taking col-
lege courses at a local college or taking CCP courses at
Hardin Northern. 

Guidance staff also will be answering any scheduling
questions you may have. Anyone is welcome to attend.

College Credit Plus
to be discussed at HN

Russell T. “ Pete”  Pedersen, Jr.
Russell T. “Pete”

Pedersen, Jr., age 78, of
Lima formerly of Ada,
passed away on Monday,
January 30, 2023, at
Mercy Health-St. Rita’s
Medical Center, Lima.

He was born on
February 22, 1944, in Ft.
Wayne, Indiana to the late
Russell and Rae Lydia
(Hayes) Pedersen, Sr. On
June 28, 1963, Pete mar-
ried Linda Allen formerly
of Alger and she survives
in Lima.

Pete is also survived by
his son, Bruce Pedersen of Lima; five grandchildren:
Jeremy Pedersen, Brandon Pedersen, Lexi Pedersen,
Lydia Anderson, and Sam Anderson; four great grand-
children: Kale, Tate, Miles, and Jackson Pedersen; a
brother, Terry (Shirley) Pedersen of San Antonio, TX; and
a sister, Vicki Pedersen of Lima.

He was preceded in death by his daughter, Kimberly
M. “Kim” Anderson.

Pete worked for the Pepsi Beverage Company, Lima for
thirty-two years. He then worked as a salesman at
JCPenney, Lima. Pete was a graduate of Lima Senior
High School, class of 1962. He was a member of the Lima
and Ada Lions Clubs. He was an avid bowler, golfer,
enjoyed playing Eucher, and loved the Ohio State
Buckeyes.

He was a collector of stamps, golf balls and die cast
models. Pete loved his grandchildren and especially
enjoyed watching them in their sports activities.

A celebration of life will be from 2:00 to 4:00 PM on
Saturday, February 4, 2023, at the Hanson-Neely-Allison
Funeral & Cremation Services, Ada.

Memorial contributions may be made to the charity of
the donor’s choice.

Condolences can be expressed at www.hansonneelyal-
lison.com

Arrangements have been entrusted to Hanson-Neely-
Allison Funeral & Cremation Services, Ada.

(Pd. 020123)

McGUFFEY — Upper Scioto
Valley High School has
announced academic honors
for the second nine weeks of
the 2022-2023 school year.

Principal’ s List
(3.85-4.00 GPA)

Seniors: Gracie Christen-
sen, Kennedy Hall, Mason
Howard, Joe Parker, Chloe
Smith, Kevin Smith, Andrew
Stephens

Juniors: Bailey Coate,
Patiance Cole, Brielle
Cotterman, Ava Curl, Brenna
Dyer, Hunter Hensley, Amelia
Hurley, Nevaeh Lowery, Alex
Sanders, Breanna Seimet

Sophomores: Sydney
Christensen, Chelsea Jordan,
Ellaina Lemar, Maddox
Underwood

Freshman: Ivie Gonzalez,
Makenzie Hopkins, Sophia
Hurley, Noah McCoy, Jase
Prater, Benjamin Tidd

Eighth grade: Raegan
Castle, Audrey Lawrence,
Jesse Prater, Michael
Stansbery, Lauren Thompson,
Macain Underwood

Seventh grade: Chelsea
Hopkins, Tabitha Jenkins

Honor Roll
(3.00-3.85 GPA)

Seniors: Lily Borba, Tommy
Carl, Blaine Castle, Caitlyn

Cunningham, Abraham
Decker, Xander Delong,
Shelby Downing, Gavin Fisher,
Jason Helton, Anabelle
Lawrence, Emily Rose, Jadon
Taylor, Hannah VanBuskirk

Juniors: Jeffrey Bushong,
Brice Johnson, Theodore
Loukoumidis, Gabe Pinks,
Bryanna Webb

Sophomores: Cullen Davis,
Maudie Decker, Landon
Detwiler, Landon Dunifon,
Nickolas Goodin, Zackary
Goodin, Shalyn Lawrence,
Dejour Little, Molly Nichols,
Rhiannon Risner, David
Shrider, Mason Thompson

Freshman: Quinn Dyer,
Abagale Hale, Doyle Helton,
Andrue Kindle, Drew Leonard,
Conner Matthews, Grace
Michels, Carter Oglesbee, Mali
Peoples, Ava Pinks, Braden
Zapp

Eighth grade: Bryden
Castle, Makenzie Firebaugh,
Layla Hunsicker, Jill Lones,
Katie Martin, Tanner
McDowell, Beau Sanders,
Payten Whitaker

Seventh grade: A’Raya
Boyd, Ryan Leady, Bentley
Lopez, McKenna Miller, Mya
Miller, Carlie Shaeffer,
Kamyn Titus, Sophie
Whitaker

USV High School
students receive
academic honors

DOLA — The Hardin Northern Board of Education will hold
a special meeting in room 1306 on Thursday, Feb. 2 at 6 p.m.

The board will enter into closed session to review candi-
dates and select  first round interviews for superintendent.

HN board sets special meet

Ex-Ohio speaker's lawyer questions judge's fitness




